
MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF
SUPPORT (MTSS)/

15% of students at-risk and

in need of supplemental

support

5% of students in need of

individualized intensive intervention

that might include special education

services (Stecker, 2007).

INDIVIDUAL INTENSIVE INTERVENTION

TARGETED INTERVENTION

85% of students included in

the support for all students

UNIVERSAL CORE INSTRUCTION

Supporting the needs of

the whole-child.

ACADEMIC, BEHAVIOR, SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL

RESPONSE TO
INTERVENTION(RTI)

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3



Descriptors of RTI and Special Education

Table 1

RTI Special Education

Who qualifies?

What is it?
Response to academic or
behavioral struggles for any
student that is not successful
with basic classroom instruction.

Education plan that is
individualized in
response to learning
disabilities. 

Tier 1: All students
Tier 2: Any student in need of
targeted supplemental
intervention that is not
responding to classroom
instruction.
Tier 3: Students that need
individualized intensive
intervention for longer
periods of time to succeed at
foundational skills (Fuchs et
al., 2017).

Students that are
evaluated and qualify
for specific learning
disabilities under
IDEA (Individuals
with Disabilities
Education Act).

MTSS is an important tool to support students and staff in
education. This gives educators a framework to manage
identification of students struggling in behavior, academics, or
social-emotional areas. RTI is a tool used under MTSS as an
academic response for students that are struggling with classroom
instruction. The idea of success behind RTI is to move students
out of Tier 3, up to Tier2, and eventually to Tier 1. The benefits of
RTI include the accessibility of intervention to all students (Hugh
et al., 2018).
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